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GÜNTHER HofstÄdter
Hammerø is an advertising, fashion and music photographer, 
who was commissioned to take 12 portraits of dancers for the 
Norwegian contemporary dance company Carte Blanche. 
‘I gave each of the dancers a character,' he explains. 'Playing 
suitable music to and get them in the mood. One was The Mother 

of God, one the Devil’s Advocate and this dancer, The Hero.' 
The dance company wanted to capture the Nordic spirit so the 
Northern Lights and the snowy weather served as inspiration. 
'I like this image, because he looks relaxed and strong, yet weak.' says 
Hammerø. 'He has a certain arrogance, he's the guy who gets all the girls.' 

Hofstädter has had a varied career with highlights including being crowned Mr. 
Universe in 1987, starring in the movie Eurocop 5, setting up a specialist music shop 
and, since 1995 – working as an art and glamour photographer. He has a regular 
slot in the Austrian magazine Fitness News, where this image appeared. ‘I wanted to 
show a strong, beautiful and sexy women, a cyber Amazon,' says Hofstädter. 

This image was shot with two soft boxes illuminating the model, a fog machine and 
three flashes creating the dramatic background. One photo from this series was also 
chosen to be printed as a collectors' stamp in Austria. The limited edition stamps are 
sent to people donating to www.pambafamilia.org, which is a charity, helping women 
and girls in East Africa.

www.fredjonny.com, post@fredjonny.com 
 D3X, AF Nikkor 85mm f/1.4D IF, ISO 100, 1/250 at f/13

www.hofstaedter-pictures.com, gunter.hofstaedter@gmail.com  
 D3X, AF NIKKOR 50mm f/1.4D, ISO 100, 1/200 at f/5



08.10 nikon pro18 nikon pro 08.10 19

TINO MARTINO Alain Ernoult
This image of the Racing legend Valentino Rossi was taken in the evening during 
testing for the MotoGP in Qatar. Martino, who follows MotoGP throughout the 
season, took his position about 30 metres behind the barrier under the track's 
artificial light. ‘The D3S is an excellent camera for this kind of low light photography.' 
he says. ‘I like way the image catches the flame of the tail pipe, which is traditionally 

a very difficult thing to photograph.’ Rossi's grandfather Graziano, was also a 
MotoGP winner and instilled his love of motorcycles in his grandson, setting him 
on his meteoric rise to fame. Rossi junior became regional champion in 1992 
and won his first GP in 1996. He is now a nine-times champion and currently 
races for Fiat Yamaha, having won four of the nine for the Japanese team.

This is a Dassault Rafale aircraft of the French Air Force during a training 
flight for the war in Afghanistan. The small planes are very nimble and 
in this image, the pilots are firing flares designed to attract ground to air 
missiles, keeping them away from the planes. This image was first published 
in Paris Match and some 20 other magazines around the world. 

Ernoult is well renowned as an action photographer and has worked with Life,  
Stern, Time, National Geographic magazine and won a first prize in 
the World Press Photo contest. He's known for going to extraordinary 
lengths to get his incredible images. ‘If I have the opportunity to get 
as close as one centimetre to my target, I will.’ he explains. 

www.ernoult.com, alain@ernoult.com
 D3, AF-S NIKKOR 14-24mm f/2.8G ED at 24mm, ISO 400, 1/6400 at f/5

www.tinomartino.com, foto@tinomartino.com
 D3S, AF-S NIKKOR 500mm f/4G ED VR,  ISO 1600, 1/320 at f/4
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augusto bizzi Victor Fraile victor@victorfraile.com, www.thepowerofsportimages.com
 D3, AF-S NIKKOR 400mm f/2.8G ED VR, ISO 640, 1/1000 at f/4.5

www.augustobizzi.com, augusto.bizzi@tin.it
 D3S, AF-S VR Zoom-Nikkor 70-200mm f/2.8G IF-ED,  ISO 4000, 1/1250 at f/4

When Springbok, Robert Ebersohn took a tumble during the match between South 
Africa and Uruguay at the Hong Kong Sevens Rugby tournament, Fraile caught this 
amazing mid-flight image. Most of the positions for photographers at Rugby matches 
are at either end of the field. On this day, Fraile decided to work from the sidelines. The 
image was taken in continuous shooting mode which  allowed him to capture all of the 

action. 'All the shots in the sequence were sharp.' he explains. 'Even when the player 
strayed from the area of focus, the D3 didn’t, in any of the frames. 
‘You can be in the same position as other photographers and get the same images, or 
you can take a risk and get either nothing or something unique. I like risk, so that’s why 
I took the position I did and the only reason I got this shot.'

This is the Russian fencer Renal Ganeev delivering a winning coup to the Italian Andrea 
Cassarà during the Challenge Fencing International Competition in Paris. Bizzi is the 
official photographer of the Italian Fencing Federation and came home with about 
2000 images of the competition. He says, ‘I like this image, because it encapsulates 
the essence, the truth of this fencing match. I like working with the D3S, because it 

made it possible to work at very high sensitivites, so I can use very fast shutter speeds. 
This simply wasn’t possible before.' Bizzi is passionate about sports photography. 
He recently won a contract as the official photographer of the Italian football player 
Cristiano Lucarelli. Bizzi says, 'I like being a sports photographer, because it allows me 
to be in the world of sports, although I’m not an athlete myself.’




